
     The winds are blowing.  The seasonal change 

is bringing frigid temperatures.  The trees have 

lost their leaves.  The sun is not following the 

summer track across the sky.  Nothing is being 

planted.  Nothing is growing.  Nothing except the weeds and 

clover in the yards. 

 

     Politicians are dominating our airwaves.  We are ending 

the professional football season.  There is talk of baseball, but 

the parks are closed.  The heat is turned on in the house.  The 

heater is what we turn on in the car.  Fire logs are being 

burned in fire log boxes. 

 

     School is back in session.  But the legislature is not.  New 

laws took effect in January.  But the old laws are still on the 

books.  

 

     With thanks to the poet Wendell Berry, the question before 

me, now that I am years beyond childhood, is how to be alive.  

As these winds, the seasonal change, the trees, the sun, even 

the weeds and clover still tell.  As the gospels of Jesus Christ 

tell.  As the singing in our soul assures us we are alive forever, 

this instant.  And we may be.    

 

To God be the glory!           Your faithful pastor, 

 

                   Rick 

Rooted in Worshipð   
We are here to           

participate in worship 
that affects the way we 

live every day. 

Growing in Christð    
We are here to learn  
how following Christ    
will change our lives. 

Reaching to Neighborsð 
We are here to love     

our neighbors.  Everyone 
is our neighbor.  We   
embrace diversity. 
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The Weather  

Valentineõs Dessert & Hymn Sing 
 

You are cordially invited to come celebrate with  

Genesis and New Covenant Fellowship  

after worship service on Sunday, February 12th.  
 

 Bring your favorite sweets and  

voices ready to sing.  
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February 5  Service of the Word and Sacrament       Scripture Readings 
 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  
  Hymns:  PH #466  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing Isaiah 40:21-31       

    PH #399  We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 

  Anthem: Blest Are They Whose Spirits Long  by Handel/Hopson 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

  Lectors:  Pat Murray & Rick Carroll Mark 1:29-39 

  Cantor:  Bob Vitray 

  Communion Servers:  Marie Sharbutt & Mary Haynes  

  Ushers:  Cinda Jones, Vi Volcik, & Leonard Draper  

  Counters: Lee Jones & Duane Hiller 

 

February 12    Service of the Word Scripture Readings  
 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  
  Hymns:   PH #307  Fight the Good Fight 2 Kings 5:1-14 

    PH #354  Guide My Feet Psalm 30 

  Anthem: Praise Christ, Alleluia!  by Eugene Butler 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

  Lectors:  Carol Wise, Mary Haynes, & Robert Cooper Mark 1:40-45  

  Ushers:  Evelyn Hamstra, Robert Cook, Leonard Draper, Vi Volcik  

  Counters: Mary Haynes & Carol Wise 

 

February 19  Service of the Word Scripture Readings 
 Transfiguration of the Lord   
  Hymns:  PH #75  O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair 2 Kings 2:1-12 

    STF #2103  We Have Come at Christôs Own Bidding Psalm 50:1-6 

  Anthem: Awake, My Heart  arr. by Kenneth Lowenberg 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

  Lectors:  Bob Tull & Janette Parter Mark 9:2-9  

  Cantor:  Kim Vitray     

  Ushers:  Lynn & Pat Murray     

  Counters: Bob Tull & Boyd Covey 

 

February 22  Service of the Word  
 Ash Wednesday  
  Hymns:  PH #85  What Wondrous Love Is This 

    PH #366  Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me  

  Anthem: Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days  by Erik Meyer 

 

February 26  Service of the Word   Scripture Readings 

 First Sunday in Lent  

  Hymns:  PH #81  Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days  Genesis 9:8-17 

    PH #343  Called as Partners in Christôs Service  Psalm 25:1-10 

  Anthem: Still, My Soul, Be Still  arr. by James Koerts  1 Peter 3:18-22 

  Lectors:  Pat Murray, Don Hachenberg, & Lee Jones   Mark 1:9-15 

  Ushers:  Marie Sharbutt and Carol Wise       

  Counters: Marie Sharbutt and Carol Wise or Mary Haynes  



Session Notes 
At its stated meeting on January 15, 2012,                    

the following items were received or acted upon:    

 

¶ Scheduled the next Congregational Planning 
Meeting for February 5, following the annual 
Souper Bowl Sunday Fellowship 

¶ Rescheduled the Session Retreat to Saturday, 
February 11, in the library 

¶ Elected Bob Vitray as Elder Commissioner for 
the Mission Presbytery meeting on March 2-3 at 
Northminster Church in San Antonio  

¶ Continued to discuss ideas for having joint     
services and activities with New Covenant       
Fellowship during the upcoming year  

 

     ---    Duane Hiller  

               Clerk of Session 
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 Feb.  2 - 11:30a  GNC Meeting 
 

 Feb.  5 - Souper Sunday w/ Congregational 
  Planning  ( see pg. 4 )  
 

 Feb. 11 - 10a  Session Retreat  ( Library ) 
 

 Feb. 12 - GPC/NCFA Dessert & Hymn Sing 
                    ( after worship service ) 
 

 Feb. 14 - 10a  Presbyterian Women Circle Mtg 
 

 Feb. 15 - 5:30p  Property Committee Mtg 
  

 Feb. 15 - 6:30p  Budget & Finance Comm Mtg 
 

 Feb. 18 - 7:30a  Menüs Breakfast  *Room 1* 
 

 Feb. 19 - 12:30p  Session Meeting 
 

 Feb. 22 - 7p  Ash Wednesday Service 
 

 Feb. 26 - 12:30p  Mission/Outreach Comm Mtg 
 

 Feb. 28 - 10a  Presbyterian Women Workday 
 

      Feb. 23 - NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Dates to Rememberé  

The Session will meet Sunday, February 19th, at 

12:30 p.m. in the Library. ñThe session may invite 

members of the congregation to attend and observe 

its meetings if it so desires, without restricting 

its right to meet in executive session whenever 

circumstances indicate the wisdom of doing so. ò 

(From the Book of Order G - 10.0201) Any member may, 

of course, ask to be put on the agenda. If you 

wish to attend a meeting, please speak with the 

Clerk or Moderator in advance of the meeting date.  

Moderator: Rev. Rick Carroll  rjcarroll@alpha1.net  

Clerk: Duane Hiller  hillerde@hotmail.com  

February Birthdays! 
 

 

 6th - Bob Jones  

15th - Waldine Pokorny  

15th - Carol Wise  

28th - Yuri Prentice  
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Crust:  
 

 1 stick margarine  

 1 cup  flour  

 1 cup  chopped pecans  

Mix 3rd layer ingredients and pour over first two layers.  Put 12 oz Cool Whip over 

the last layer.  Grate a chocolate bar over.  Refrigerate 4 - 8 hours before serving.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR  

FEBRUARY 4, 2012 
 

Souper Sunday occurs on February 4, 2012, 

and we will prepare the usual ñRock Soupò.  

Several types of soup will be started, and 

whatever you like in your soup should be 

brought to the kitchen as you come to Sunday School or Church.  

Crackers, salad, & dessert will be furnished.  We will have our First 

Sunday planning meeting as we eat.   

     See you there ð with carrots, potatoes, rice, barley, tomatoes, 
bay leaves, your choice. 

Robert Redford Dessert  

mix together & spread into 9x13  

or 9x14 pan.  Bake 15 - 20 minutes 

at 350 degrees.  Cool completely.  

2nd Layer:  
 

 8 oz cream cheese (softened)  

 1 cup  sugar  

 8 oz Cool Whip  

mix well and pour over crust  

 3rd Layer:  
 

 1 lg (6 oz)  instant  vanilla pudding  

 1 lg (6 oz)  instant chocolate pudding

 3 1/2 cups  milk  (use mixer)  

Our own lovely and talented Janet Carroll has brought us a real adventure 

in the world of desserts, as we bring you another exciting episode of...  

WHEW!  
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Nursery wishlist from Nikkie Lee  
of  New Covenant Fellowship:  
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Classes!  For Adults 50 Years of Age and Over 

Lifetime Learning Institute 

Genesis Good News 



Page 7 

Volume 13, Issue 2 

Salvation Army-  Please continue to bring toiletry items 

for the Salvation Army. Hotel size bottles of shampoo, 

conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes, make-up, make-

up bags, etc. are greatly appreciated. 

 

Manos de Cristo-  Please bring non-perishable food 

pantry items, particularly canned vegetables, peanut  

butter, diapers, and menôs and childrenôs clothing. 

Money donations are also welcome. 

 

Coin Bucket Collection-  Coins collected are divided 

evenly between Su Casa de Esperanza, Manos de Cristo, 

and Faith in Action Caregivers-Northeast Austin. 

 

Fifth Sunday Collection-  A Free Will Offering is      

received when a month has a fifth Sunday.  The         

collection is given to Faith in Action Caregivers-

Northeast Austin. 
 

SafePlace-  Please bring full size bottles of shampoo 

and conditioner, deodorant, and diapers sizes 4 and 5. 

Money donations are also welcome. 
 

Card Collectionï Birthday cards, all-occasion        

cards, extra Christmas cards, sympathy cards, etc.       

All are appreciated.  Please be sure that each card       

has a matching envelope and put them together.       

Your help is very much appreciated!!! 

Donated Organization / Type of Contribution 

$   440.65   Faith in Action Caregivers - NE Austin 

  156.40 
254.50 
29.75 

  Coin Bucket 
  5th Sunday Offering 
  Other Contributions 

$ 1,867.35   Manos de Cristo 

  156.40 
1,470.00 

240.95 

  Coin Bucket 
  Food Pantry 
  Back-To-School 

$   156.40     Su Casa de Esperanza 

  156.40   Coin Bucket 

Donated Special Offering 

$   307.02   One Great Hour of Sharing 

  307.02   100% to Mission Presbytery 

$   166.79   Pentecost Offering 

  100.07 
66.72 

  60% to Mission Presbytery 
  ΦΡϷ ÔÏ 0ÒÅÓÂÙ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÍÅ 

$   110.00   Peacemaking Offering 

  82.50 
27.50 

  75% to Mission Presbytery 
  25% to Capital Area Food Bank 

$   249.75   Christmas Joy Offering 

  249.75   100% to Mission Presbytery 

$   650.00   Presbyterian Church (USA) - Disaster Relief 

  500.00 
150.00 

  Japan Earthquake and Tsunami 
  Texas Wildfires 

Another one oõ them Editorõs Notesé 
 

I thought this would be a good time to show you just how generous you all are.  The charts 

down below show just how much our congregation donated to these missions in 2011.  In all, 

these special donations totaled $3,947.96 --  and this doesnõt even include all the food 

items, cards, tooth brushes, shampoo, etc. which somehow seem to find their way into the 

proper baskets and trunk.  Yõall are just wonderful! 
 

-Kendra, taking my opportunity to be all financial again  

2011 Donations 




